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CUBA  STARTS  1961 
SUGAR  HARVEST 

The  *uban  National  Federation  of  Sugar  Workers  has  announced  the  start 
of  the  1961  season  at  the  sugar  centrals  Jatibonico  and  Orlando  Nodarse. 

CANADA  TO  RESUME 
BURLEY  PRODUCTION 

Officials  of  the  Ontario  Burley  Tobacco  Marketing  Association  have 
announced  that  burley  production  will  be  resumed  in  I96I.     (No  burley  was 
grown  in  Canada  in  i960,  because  of  excessive  stocks  accumulated  in  prior 
years.)    The  goal  for  1961  production  has  been  set  at  7»5  million  pounds, 
compared  with  a  harvest  of  about  10.8  million  pounds  in  1959* 

BRAZIL'S  LEAF  TOBACCO 
EXPORTS  LOWER 

Brazil's  exports  of  leaf  tobacco  totaled  19.8  million  pounds  in  the 
first  6  months  of  i960,  compared  with  23. 1  million  in  the  first  half  of  1959 • 

Spain  continued  to  be  the  major  foreign  market  for  Brazilian  leaf  in 
January-June  i960,  taking  5.2  million  pounds--rnore  than  25  percent  of  total 
exports.    The  Netherlands  purchased  3  million  pounds,  and  Uruguay,  2.3 
million.     Other  countries  taking  at  least  1  million  pounds  of  tobacco  from 
Brazil  in  the  first  half  of  i960  included  East  Germany,  West  Germany, 
Switzerland,  and  Algeria. 

TOBACCO  LEAF:    Brazil,  exports  by  country  of  destination 
January-June  1958-60 


January -June 

Country  of  destination  •  

;     1958      ;     1959      ;  i960 

:      1,000  1,000  1,000 

:      pounds  pounds  pounds 


SPain  :  6,155  5,855  5,163 

Netherlands  :  U,791  ^,773  2,998 

Uruguay  :  293  913  2,339 

Germany,  East  :    2  052 

Germany,  West  :  2,60^  3,115  1)713 

Switzerland  :  220  99O  1,296 

Algeria  :  972  869  l,2kl 

Denmark  :  827  922  895 

France  :  1;715  3^33 

others   1,590  1,753  2,056 


Total 


19; I67 


23 1 095 


19,753 
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JAPAN'S  i960  TOBACCO 
CROP  SMALLER 

Japan's  i960  crop  of  tobacco  is  placed  at  about  261+  million  pounds — 7 

percent  less  than  the  281+  million  pounds  harvested  in  1959 • 

The  flue-cured  crop,  at  157  million  pounds  in  i960,  was  13  percent 
below  the  1959  crop  of  180  million.    The  drop  was  due  partly  to  reduced 
acreage  and  partly  to  lower  yield.    This  reduction  more  than  offset  gains 
in  both  burley  and  native  light  sun-cured  tobacco. 

JAPAN:    Tobacco  acreage  and  production  by  type,  1959  and  i960 


Acreage  harvested 


Type 


Production 


i960 

1959  ; 

i960 

Acres 

1,000 

pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

88,1+25 

5,787 
3,808 
^7,038 

269 

180,063 
11,129 

7,851 
85,1+86 

390 

157,020 
11, 87^ 
6,757 
88,153 

kio 

Acres 

Flue-cured  ;  9^,003 

Burley  :  6,03^ 

Other  light  air-cured  :  l+,530 

Light  sun-cured  ^+7 , 985 

Cigar  wrapper  :  25I+ 

Total  :  152,; 


11+5,327     284,919     26k, 21k 


U.S.  LEAF  EXPORTS  TO 
SWEDEN  UP  SHARPLY 

The  United  States  exported  about  12.1+  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco  to  Sweden  during  January-October  1960--almost  double  the  6.K  million 
pounds  shipped  in  the  first  10  months  of  1959. 

Leaf  exports  to  Sweden  had  been  expected  to  be  up  sharply  in  i960  for 
two  reasons:     (l)  factory  utilization  of  U.S.  flue-cured  and  burley  tobacco 
is  increasing,  and  (2)  stocks  were  unusually  low  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

IRANIAN  PISTACHIO  CROP  DOWN 

The  i960  Iranian  pistachio  crop  amounted  to  only  2,800  short  tons, 
according  to  preliminary  estimates.    This  is  1,000  tons  less  than  the  latest 
estimate  for  1959  and  well  below  the  5-year  (1953-57)  average  of  l+,500  tons. 

The  Iranian  trade  expects  to  export  only  1,100  tons  to  the  United  States 
in  I96O-61,  compared  with  2,200  tons  in  1959-60. 
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U.K. -RUMANIAN  TRADE  MAY  DOUBLE 

Trade  between  Rumania  and  Britain  should  reach  at  least  $25  million  this 
year- -double  the  1959  total—with  a  further  big  expansion  planned  for  next 
year,  according  to  Rumanian  commercial  officials.    The  latter  are  basing 
their  optimism  on  a  newly  signed  U.K. -Rumanian  trade  agreement. 

The  United  Kingdom  has  agreed  to  issue  import  licenses  worth  $10.5 
million  for  Rumanian  goods  in  the  period  ending  September  30,  I96I.  In 
return,  Rumania  will  buy  at  least  $12.6  million  worth  of  British  goods. 

In  addition,  Rumania  will  be  able  to  sell  corn  and  timber  on  the  British 
market  without  any  import  quotas.     In  calendar  years  1958  and  1959>  Rumanian 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  these  2  items  alone  amounted  to  over  $^ 
million.    Because  of  decreasing  Rumanian  corn  exports  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  this 
potential  increase  is  important  to  Rumania.    Rumania  will  continue  to  rely 
heavily  on  sales  of  other  agricultural  and  forestry  products  to  the  United 
Kingdom.     It  hopes  to  sell  over  $1  million  worth  of  wine,  $8^0,000  worth 
of  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  $50,000  worth  of  horsemeat.    No  quotas  were 
agreed  on  for  pork  or  beef.    Timber  products  will  account  for  $1.^  million. 

The  largest  U.K.  agricultural  export  will  be  $l.i+  million  worth  of 
wool  tops,  noils,  and  waste.    Exports  of  fish  of  all  descriptions  will  be 
substantial.    However,  factories,  plants,  machinery,  and  parts  will  con- 
tinue to  dominate  U.K.  exports  to  Rumania. 

YUGOSLAVIA  ADOPTS  NEW  EXCHANGE  RATE 

On  January  1,  I96I,  Yugoslavia  established  a  new  exchange  rate  of  750 
dinars  per  U.S.  dollar.    This  rate  replaces  the  former  complex  system  of 
"exchange  rate  coefficients"  and  the  resulting  large  number  of  effective 
rates.    The  new  rate  applies  to  all  imports,  exports,  and  other  trans- 
actions except  tourism,  for  which  the  rate  will  temporarily  be  500  dinars 
per  dollar. 

The  exchange  measures  are  part  of  a  comprehensive  program  of  economic 
reform.     Other  measures  include  institution  of  customs  tariffs,  simplifi- 
cation of  trade  controls,  and  stimulation  of  export  earnings.    The  special 
tourism  rate  is  in  line  with  current  prices  for  tourist  accommodations. 

The  program  on  Yugoslavia's  exchange  reserves  is  being  underwritten 
by  an  international  "package"  of  financial  assistance.    This  includes  loans 
of  $100,000,000  from  U.S.  lending  agencies,  medium-term  credits  from 
European  countries,  and  assistance  from  the  International  Monetary  Fund. 
Yugoslavia  intends  to  liberalize  imports  gradually,  beginning  with  certain 
capital  goods. 
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U.K.  FREEZING  MORE  VEGETABLES 

The  United  Kingdom's  frozen  vegetable  industry  has  expanded  greatly  in 
the  past  few  years.    Production  has  risen  from  ^69,000  cwt.  in  1955  "to 
938; 000  cwt.  in  1959*    Green  peas  account  for  over  60  percent  of  the 
vegetables  frozen.    Most  of  the  freezing  plants  are  in  the  main  producing 
areas,  with  heaviest  concentration  in  East  Anglia. 

British  imports,  of  frozen  vegetables  totaled  388,000  cwt.  in  the  first 
10  months  of  i960,  compared  with  2^2,000  cwt.  during  the  same  period  of  1959 • 
Imports  from  the  United  States  totaled  5,900  cwt.  and  67,000,  respectively. 
The  United  Kingdom  liberalized  imports  of  fresh  and  processed  vegetables 
in  the  summer  of  i960. 

POULTRY  RAISING  SPURS 
PHILIPPINE  FEED  INDUSTRY 

Poultry  raising  Is  fast  becoming  a  major  industry  in  the  Philippines, 
especially  in  Luzon,  which  is  a  ready  market  for  poultry  products.  Con- 
sequently, the  Philippine  feed  industry  has  grown  rapidly.    According  to  a 
Philippine  press  report,  one  of  the  member  firms  of  the  Philippine  Animal 
Feed  Manufacturers,  Inc.  recently  opened  a  new  $750,000  plant  at  Marilao, 
province  of  Bulacan.    The  firm,  established  in  1950,  built  the  first 
poultry  and  feed  factory  in  the  Philippines. 

CANADIAN  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
SLIGHTLY  ABOVE  LAST  MARKETING  YEAR 

Canadian  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  July-October  i960  totaled  98.6 
million  bushels,  compared  with  96.2  million  in  the  same  period  of  1959 • 
Wheat  exports  were  h  million  bushels  larger,  while  flour  exports  were  down 
1.5  million  bushels.     (See  table,  page  15) 

Wheat  exports  totaled  87  million  bushels,  against  83  million  a  year 
earlier.    The  increase  was  mainly  due  to  larger  shipment  to  Belgium- 
Luxembourg,  France,  and  West  Germany.    Exports  to  Japan  were  5  million 
bushels  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  those  to  Italy  showed  nearly 
as  much  gain.    However,  Peru,  India,  and  Iraq  took  no  wheat  in  the  ^-month 
period  of  i960,  whereas  they  took  sizable  quantities  in  1959* 

Flour  exports,  in  wheat  equivalent,  were  11.6  million  bushels,  compared 
with  13  million  the  year  before.    The  decline  was  mostly  in  exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Philippines.    Shipments  to  Chile  and  Japan  increased 
slightly. 

Total  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  July-November  are  expected  to 
be  below  the  129  million  bushels  exported  in  the  first  5  months  of  1959-60. 
Exports  during  the  first  k  months  of  the  Canadian  marketing  year,  which 
began  in  August,  are  expected  to  be  down  from  the  109  million  bushels 
exported  in  August -November  1959 • 
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PHILIPPINE  COFFEE  PLANTERS 
GRANTED  LOANS 

The  President  of  the  Philippines  has  ordered  the  Philippine  National 
Bank  to  extend  crop  loans  to  needy  farmers  and  to  accept  coffee  beans  stored 
in  bonded  warehouses  as  collateral. 

In  asking  the  semi -government  bank  to  help  the  coffee  farmers,  the 
President  reportedly  said  that  his  administration  is  determined  to  help  the 
coffee  industry  in  an  effort  to  write  off  the  annual  dollar  drain  due  to 
importation  of  coffee. 

The  National  Economic  Council  has  called  for  curtailment  of  imports 
and  a  step-up  in  local  production.    The  NEC  expects  the  Philippines  to  be 
self-sufficient  in  coffee  by  1962,  and  estimates  that  production  will  then 
be  237,000  bags. 

WEST  PAKISTAN  TO  ESTABLISH 
HIDE  AND  SKIN  GRADING  CENTERS 

Government  grading  and  development  centers  for  hides  and  skins  are 
being  set  up  in  West  Pakistan  at  Lahore,  Peshawar,  Bahawalpur,  Kanpur,  and 
Quetta.    These  centers  are  being  set  up  in  order  to  improve  the  quality 
of  hides  and  skins  for  export  and  for  local  use  and  to  provide  technical 
guidance  to  the  trade. 

West  Pakistan  annually  produces  about  870,000  buffalo  hides,  660,000 
cattle  hides,  and  2,300,000  sheep  and  goat  skins.    The  United  States 
imported  2,600,000  goat  and  kid  skins  from  Pakistan  in  1959  and  small 
quantities  of  buffalo  hides  and  sheep  and  calf  skins. 

U.S.  LARD  EXPORTS  TO  CUBA 
STABLE  IN  i960 

U.S.  lard  shipments  to  Cuba  in  i960  will  be  the  second  highest  on 
record. 

Exports  to  Cuba  in  January- October  totaled  176  million  pounds,  compared 
with  187  million  in  the  same  period  of  1959*     Cuba  ranks  behind  the  United 
Kingdom  as  an  export  market  for  U.S.  lard,  but  takes  more  than  a  third  of 
U.S.  exports. 

Because  much  foreign  exchange  is  spent  annually  for  U.S.  lard,  Cuba 
has  considered  buying  lard  from  other  sources,  or  substituting  vegetable 
oils.    The  former  alternative  has  not  been  practicable  because  of  the  low 
cost  of  U.S.  lard  and  the  limited  supplies  available  from  other  sources. 
The  use  of  vegetable  oils  or  oilseeds  is  thought  feasible  even  though  it 
would  require  additional  storage  space  and  processing  facilities.  Conversion 
to  vegetable  oils  probably  would  take  time,  but  if  successful  would  result 
in  sharp  reduction  of  U.S.  lard  exports  to  Cuba. 
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MEXICO  LOWERS  EXPORT  TAXES 
ON  GRAIN-FED  CATTLE 

Mexico  has  reduced  export  taxes  on  grain-fed  steers  shipped  to  the 
United  States  from  "approved"  feeding  yards.    The  special  program  is 
designed  to  steer  Mexico's  cattle  industry  toward  more  grain  feeding. 

Special  consideration  is  afforded  Mexican  cattle  feeders  by  calcu- 
lating the  export  tax  on  the  weight  at  which  a  steer  enters  the  feed  lot 
rather  than  the  actual  weight  at  which  it  is  exported.    Under  the  present 
arrangement  a  660-pound  feeder  steer  fed  to  880  pounds  would  he  subject  to 
a  tax  of  87  pesos  rather  than  116  pesos--a  saving  of  29  pesos  or  $2.38  per 
head. 

At  present,  the  only  "approved"  feed  yard  is  in  Carbo,  Sonora.  This 
is  a  modern  installation  with  a  capacity  of  10,000  head.    Cattle  from  this 
yard  enter  the  United  States  by  rail  or  truck  at  Nogales  but  might  be 
exported  via  Mexicali.     It  is  expected  that  other  feed  yards  will  be  approved 
this  year. 

The  export  tax  reduction  will  only  be  offered  on  cattle  produced  in 
Sonora,  Chilhuahua,  Durango,  Coahuila,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Tamaulipas.     It  will 
be  limited  to  10  percent  of  the  total  cattle  export  quota  in  each  state 
and  is  not  to  exceed  50  percent  of  the  tax  which  normally  would  be  imposed 
on  the  animals  after  fattening. 

U.S.  IMPORTS  OF  LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTS  DROP  IN  i960 

U.S.  imports  of  livestock  and  meat  products  dropped  substantially  in 
the  first  10  months  of  i960. 

Imports  of  red  meats  were  22  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    Beef  was 
down  27  percent,  mutton  17  percent,  and  pork  3  percent.    However,  imports 
of  lamb  in  the  first  10  months  of  i960  were  27  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
Total  imports  of  11  million  pounds  of  lamb  in  the  10-month  period  were 
larger  than  the  9*5  million  pounds  brought  in  during  all  of  1959  and  were 
the  largest  for  any  year  since  the  early  twenties.    Lamb  imports  from 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  were  larger  in  i960,  but  imports  from  Canada 
declined  as  a  result  of  relatively  high  prices.     Imports  from  Iceland  fell 
as  production  decreased. 

Imports  of  cattle  hides  in  January-October  i960  totaled  only  301,000 
hides,  about  one-third  as  large  as  a  year  earlier.     Imports  of  other  types 
of  skins  declined  18  to  22  percent.    Smaller  imports  were  the  result  of 
heavier  U.S.  slaughter  and  lower  prices  for  these  byproducts. 

Wool  imports  during  i960  dropped  substantially  as  activity  in  the 
woolen  mills  fell  off. 
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Imports  of  sheep  and  goat  and  other  casings  (mainly  cattle)  in 
i960  were  relatively  large  and  were  greater  than  a  year  earlier  despite 
larger  U.S.  slaughter.    Apparently  import  demand  has  been  strengthened 
by  the  strong  domestic  demand  for  sausages  and  relatively  low  prices ( for 
casings  in  foreign  countries.    U.S.  production  of  natural  sausage  cas- 
ings is  largely  determined  by  prices  of  competing  foreign  products  and 
domestically  produced  synthetics.    Raw  materials  not  utilized  for  na- 
tural casing  production  are  used  to  make  tankage. 

LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  imports  of  selected  items,  October  1959  and  i960  and 
January-October  1959  and  I960,  with  percentage  change 


(Product  weight  basis) 


Commodity 


October 

'  Percent 

Jan. -Oct. 

[  Percent 

1959 

S  i960 

'  change 

1959 

:  I960 

]  change 

1,000 

1,000 

;  1,000 

;  1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

;  Percent 

,  pounds 

;  pounds 

;  Percent 

48,452  \ 
1,268 

:  36,300 
1,450 

+14 

529,057 
94,383 

:  437,937 
:  16,716 

-1 7 

-1-  ( 

:  -82 

49,720 

37,750 

:  -24 

:  623,440 

:  454,653 

:  -27 

11,859 
2,011 
1,130 

•    13,841  1 
:      1,383  , 
833 

+17  : 
;      -31  1 
-26 

149,589 
w,54o 

8,633 

;  144,401 
:    33,804  , 
:  10,955 

:  -3 
:  -17 

+27 

64,720 

:  53,807 

-17 

822,210 

:  643,813 

:  -22 

216 

:         287  ' 

;  +33 

;  1,800 

:  1,588 

:  -12 

295 
834 

:        406  \ 
:        927  . 

!  +38 

:  +11 

;  3,801 
;  8,418 

;  4,404 
;     8,506  , 

1  +16 
\  +1 

5,779  \ 
16,098 

:     5,097  ' 
:  12,302 

:     -12  \ 

-24 

:  90,947, 
:  172,385 

:  62,927 
:  135,614 

:  -31 
:  -21 

21,877 

'    17, 399 

:  -21 

:  263,332 

:  198,541 

:  -25 

59 
122 

1,339 
2,130  , 
42,546 

;  19 
:  153 
:  1,665 
:  1,288 

!      27,880  . 

:  -68 
r     +25  , 
:  +24 
:     -40  , 
:     -34  j 

:  912 
:  1,330 
;  31,894 
;  21,738 
:  585,185, 

:  301 
;      1,097  , 
:    25,633  , 
:    16,851  , 
:  452,119  , 

;  -67 
.  -18 

;  -20 

-22 

:  -23 

Red  meats: 

Fresh,  frozen,  canned  & 


Mutton. 
Lamb . . , 


Total  red  meat  

Variety  meats  

Sausage  casings: 

Sheep  and  goat. ....... 

Other  natural  

Wool  (clean  basis): 

Dutiable  

Duty-free  

Total  wool  

Hides  and  skins  (1,000  pes) 

Cattle  

Calf  and  kip  

Sheep  and  lamb  

Goat  and  kid  

Live  cattle  (number).... 


1/  Other  meat,  canned,  prepared,  or  preserved;  mostly  salted  boneless  beef  from 
South  America  during  1959* 
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KENYA'S  MEAT  EXPORTS  RISE 

In  the  past  3  years  Kenya  has  substantially  increased  its  meat  exports 
and  now  ships  to  about  30  countries  throughout  the  world.    Exports  are 
handled  by  the  Kenya  Meat  Commission. 

Corned  beef  is  shipped  mainly  to  the  United  Kingdom,  with  smaller 
amounts  going  to  Mauritius  and  the  Middle  East.    Meat  extract,  a  byproduct 
of  beef  canning,  goes  to  European  countries. 

Kenya's  corned  beef  production  was  about  8-|  million  cans  in  i960, 
compared  with  ^\  million  a  year  earlier  and  3-§-  million  in  1958*  In 
January  1961,  when  new  canning  facilities  will  become  available,  produc- 
tion could  rise  to  over  1  million  cans  per  month. 

Frozen  carcass  and  variety  meats  are  exported  to  Mauritius,  Quatar, 
Saudi  Arabia,  Kuwait,  Aden,  and  Gibraltar.    The  main  markets  in  Europe  are 
West  Germany,  Spain,  France,  the  Netherlands,  and  Belgium.    Kenya  hopes 
to  develop  markets  for  frozen  beef  and  mutton  in  Cyprus,  Egypt,  Goa,  and 
the  Reunion  Islands. 

Meat  meal  is  being  exported  to  Bechuanaland  and  the  Federation  of 
Rhodesia  and  Nyalaland. 

U.S.  inspection  laws  prohibit  U.S.  imports  of  meats  from  Kenya. 

U.S.  EXPORTS  OF  SOME  LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTS  UP  IN  OCTOBER 

Hides,  skins,  and  variety  meats  were  the  only  major  livestock  items 
for  which  the  October  i960  export  volume  showed  an  increase  over  October 
1959. 

Cattle  hide  exports  in  October  were  almost  double  the  1959  level,  and 
the  January-October  total  was  up  59  percent  from  the  same  period  of  1959 • 
Hide  shipments  rebounded  strongly  in  i960  owing  to  lower  U.S.  prices  and 
reduced  shipments  from  Argentina,  the  principal  U.S.  competitor. 

Variety  meat  exports,  which  were  up  32  percent  in  January-October 
i960,  have  been  boosted  by  an  easing  of  import  restrictions  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  France. 

Shipments  of  animal  fats  during  most  of  i960  were  well  above  levels 
of  a  year  earlier,  but  have  eased  off  in  recent  months.    This  is  particularly 
true  of  lard,  which  is  now  considerably  higher  priced  than  it  was  a  year 
ago,  when  prices  were  at  a  low  level. 

Inedible  tallow  shipments  in  January -October  i960  were  up  22  percent 
and  at  a  record  level. 
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LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  exports  of  selected  items,  October  1959  and  i960  and 
January-October  1959  and  i960,  vith  percentage  change 


(Product  weight  basis) 


: 

October  j 

Jan. -Oct.  : 

Commodity 

• 

* 

1959 

i960  \ 

change  | 

1959  - 

i960 

change 

1 , 000 

1,000  ; 

1,000 

1 , 000  j 

; 

pounds 

pounds 

Percent  ; 

pounds  , 

pounds 

Percent 

M 

67,845  ! 

57,920 

:      -15  5 

496,856' 

537,633  : 

+8 

Inedible  tallow  & 

\ 

149,040 

14b,  3^9, 

:       -2  1 

T  "1  rn  COT 

1171,521, 

1^-jLyOOj  j 

+22 

Edible  tallow  & 

A 

2,266  ; 

1,808' 

-20 

18,236' 

!  17,330  \ 

\  -5__ 

Meat: 

* 

• 
* 

3,378  ' 

2,877! 

I      -15  J 

21,714" 

23,695  ] 

:  +9 

6,896 

6,352 

:       -8  ; 

58,297, 

;  55,5^2 

l  "5 

51  i 

97, 

!     +90  : 

701 

:     1,204  . 

+72 

Sausage: 

• 

• 
M 

!  1,904 

202 

:  130, 

-36 

;  1,887 

:  +1 

103  : 

131 

+27 

1,021, 

:  918 

:  -10 

• 

136 ; 

104 

-24 

:  1,605 

;     1,966  ' 

;  +22 

Other  canned  meats.. 

357 

•Jy  I 

174 

:  -51 

3,843 

:  1,464 

y  ^ 

:  -62 

11,123 

9.865 

-11 

:  89,068 

:  86,693 

^  v-/  y  w  y*j 

-3 

7,672 

;  10,484 

:     +37  \ 

:  73,373 

:    96, 928 

:  +32 

Sausage  casings: 

i 
■ 

930 

A£n 

\       -8  \ 

A  feA 
;  0,050 

:  7,o90 

;  -11 

1,154 

;  737 

;  -36 

;  5,874 

:  5,702 

1  -3 

* 

2,733 

;  1,222 

:  -55 

:  16,240 

:  10,277 

:  -37 

Hides  &  skins (1,000  pes) 

326 

\  646 

:  +98 

;  3,319 

;  5,275 

:  +59 

106 

►  173 

:  +63 

:k  1,164 

:  1,316 

;  +13 

56 

:  74 

+32 

:  412 

:  377 

:  -8 

238 

:  272 

:  +14 

:  l,66l 

:  1,830 

:  +10 

1/  Includes  inedible  tallow,  oleic  acid  or  red  oil,  stearic  acid,  and  other  in- 
edible animal  fats  and  oils.    2/  Includes  edible  tallow,  oleo  oil  and  stearin, 
oleo  stock  and  shortenings,  animal  fat,  excluding  lard. 


U.S.  Department  of  Commerce. 


12 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  82,  No.  2 


NICARAGUAN  COTTON  CROP 
REDUCED  BY  HEAVY  RAINS 

The  I96O-61  (August- July)  cotton  crop  in  Nicaragua  is  now  estimated  at 
about  130,000  "bales  (500  pounds  gross).    Heavy  rains  in  the  fall  led  to  a 
reduction  in  earlier  estimates. 

The  present  forecast  is  slightly  larger  than  the  1959-60  crop  of 
128,000  bales  hut  is  about  30  percent  under  the  annual  average  of  18^,000 
bales  during  the  past  5  seasons. 

Acreage  harvested  this  season  will  probably  be  slightly  smaller  than 
the  16^,000  in  1959-60,  and  well  under  the  5 -year  average  of  206,000. 

Cotton  exports  during  1959-60  are  estimated  at  118,000  bales.  They 
were  only  about  one-third  as  large  as  those  a  year  earlier,  when  a  record 
carryover  and  near-record  crop  enabled  Nicaragua  to  export  331*000  hales. 
Principal  destinations  of  the  1959-60  exports  were  Japan,  West  Germany, 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands,  and  France. 

Domestic  consumption  rose  to  about  6,000  bales  in  1959-60  from  the 
5,000  bales  used  in  1958-59*    Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  i960,  totaled 
around  6,000  hales,  compared  with  only  2,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  of  Nicaraguan  cotton  have  strengthened  by  over  1  cent  a  pound 
since  the  end  of  last  season.  On  December  22,  i960,  Nicaraguan  SM  l-l/l6 
inches  cotton  was  quoted  at  30.11  U.S.  cents  per  pound,  c.i.f .  Liverpool, 
and  M  l-l/l6  inches  was  28.65  cents.  Comparable  quotations  at  the  end  of 
last  season  (July  28)  were  28.67  and  27. 50  cents,  respectively. 

U.S.  COTTON  LINTERS  IMPORTS 
DOWN  THIS  SEASON 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities, 
amounted  to  29,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  the  first  3  months 
(August -October)  of  the  current  season.    This  is  31  percent  below  the 
k2} 000  bales  imported  in  the  corresponding  months  of  the  previous  season. 
Linters  imports  during  October  totaled  13,000  bales,  compared  with  9,000 
bales  in  September,  and  13,000  in  October  195 9 • 

Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  during  August -October  i960, 
with  comparable  1959  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  Mexico  13*000  bales 
(31,000);  U.S.S.R.  5*000  (7,000);  Brazil  3,000  (0);  Belgium  1,000  (0); 
Nicaragua  1,000  (0);  and  Syria  1,000  (O). 
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CANADIAN  MILLS  USING  MORE  COTTON 

Canadian  cotton  consumption,  based  on  the  number  of  bales  opened  by 
mills,  was  31,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  November  i960.    This  was  an 
increase  of  7  percent  from  October  consumption  of  29,000  bales,  and  11 
percent  above  the  28,000  bales  used  in  November  1959* 

Consumption  during  the  first  k  months  (August -November )  of  the  current 
season  totaled  117,000  bales,  compared  with  116,000  bales  in  the  correspond- 
ing 1959-60  period. 

CHILEAN  LENTIL  EXPORTS 
MAY  REACH  375,000  BAGS 

Chile  is  expected  to  export  375,000  bags  of  lentils  from  the  harvest 
now  underway.    The  harvest  usually  runs  from  December  to  March.    As  in 
the  past,  there  will  be  no  control  on  exports  of  large  and  medium-size 
lentils.    An  export  quota  of  66,000  bags  is  being  considered  for  the  small 
size  (5  mm. ) . 

Preliminary  estimates  place  the  acreage  planted  at  about  90,000  acres-- 
22  percent  over  1959-60.    The  I96O-61  harvest  is  estimated  by  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture  at  ^56,000  bags.    There  are  still  about  14-^,000  bags  of 
various  size  lentils  available  for  export  from  the  1959-60  crop. 

Current  prices,  f.o.b.  port,  are  $9*93  per  cwt.  for  5 -mm.  lentils, 
$11.23  per  cwt.  for  6-mm.,  and  $13.82  per  cwt.  for  "J -ma. 

Trade  sources  report  that  the  "Roya"  (Uromyces  Fabae)  attacks  on 
lentils  in  the  Curico  Province  have  been  reduced  considerably. 

WEST  GERMAN  IMPORTS  OF  FARM  PRODUCTS 
FROM  U.S.  CONTINUE  TO  INCREASE 

Recently  published  West  German    foreign  trade  statistics  indicate 
that  i960  was  another  favorable  year  for  U.S.  agricultural  sales  to  West 
Germany. 

During  January-September  i960,  German  imports  of  agricultural  com- 
modities from  the  United  States  rose  to  $338.2  million  from  $258.8  million 
in  the  same  period  of  1959*    The  overall  increase  was  31  percent. 

The  increase  for  the  5  major  commodity  groups  (cotton,  grains,  oil- 
seeds, edible  vegetable  oils,  and  unmanufactured  tobacco)  was  39  percent. 
While  grains  were  down  2  percent,  cotton  imports  were  boosted  from  $13.1 
million  to  $71.1  million,  and  oilseeds  from  $39.2  million  to  $^5.5  million. 
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CHILE  EXPECTS  MUCH  LARGER 
FLAXSEED  HARVEST 

Chile's  I96O-6I  flaxseed  crop  is  now  estimated  unofficially  at  a 
bumper  236,000  bushels,  15  percent  larger  than  both  the  early  forecast 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  10,  i960)  and  the  1959-60  out- 
turn of  204,700  bushels. 

The  trade  estimates  that  18,530  acres  have  been  planted  to  flaxseed. 
This  is  about  10  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier.    The  increase  reportedly 
is  due  mainly  to  a  shift  from  other  crops  such  as  rice  and  sunflower 
seed  to  flaxseed,  for  which  farmers  receive  a  somewhat  higher  return. 

FLAXSEED:    Chile's  flaxseed  supply  and  distribution, 
i960  and  forecast  I96.I 


Item 


i960 


Forecast 
1961  1/ 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


Supply :  : 

Opening  stocks,  January  1....  :  0  u 

Production  :         205  236 

Imports  ;  2   0  

Total  :         205  236 

Distribution:  : 

Exports  :  ° 

Seed  and  waste  : 

Processed  :    £/  107  5/  ^-lo 

Ending  stocks  :  2__ — _  — 

Total  I         2Q5  ?36  

l/  Marketing  vear  begins  April  1. 

2/  In  addition  to  the  1,308  tons  of  oil  produced  locally,  55  tons  were 

^/^faddition  to  the  1,515  tons  of  oil  expected  to  be  produced  locally 
55~tons  probably  will  be  imported. 

Most  of  the  1961  crop  is  reported  to  have  been  contracted  for  by 
processors.    The  contract  prices  to  growers  vary  from  20,100  pesos  per 
100  kilograms  ($^.85  per  bushel)  in  the  province  of  Osarno  to  21,050 
pesos  ($5.27)  in  the  province  of  Coquimbo.    These  prices  are  about  one- 
third  higher  than  prices  paid  for  1959-60  flaxseed. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-October  1959  and  July-October  I960 


July-October  1959 


Country  of 
destination 


Wheat 


Flour  1/ 


Total 


July-October  I960 


Wheat  : Flour  1/ 


:  1,000 
:  bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


55 

~k2k 
1,711 
1,11*1 
1,225 


Western  Hemisphere i  : 
British  West  Indies  •: 
Central  America  ••••«: 

Chile  

Ecuador  •••«•«•••««••: 
Peru  .•••••.•••••••••: 

Venezuela 

Others  •••••••••••«••: 

Total  :' 

Europe :  : 
Belgium-Luxembourg  ••: 
France 

Germany,  West  •••••••i 

Italy  j 

Netherlands 
Norway 

Switzerland  ••••••••• t 

United  Kingdom 
Others  ••••»•••••••••: 

Total  .............2 

Asia:  : 

India  :  5,53H 

Iraq  ....:  2,033 

Israel  .♦:  517 

Japan  .•••.••...••••.:  13,998 
Philippines  .....«••.:  5Ul 
Others  :  1,927 

Total  :  2it,550 

Africa:  : 
Union  of  South  Africa:  2,306 
Others  ....«.»...♦..«:  61 

Total  2,367 


3,717 
981 
7,781 
8U7 
3,792 
1,1U8 
2,203 
28,267 
2,111 


Oceania 

Unspecified  2/  , 
World  total 


618 


82,969 


1,857 
630 
17 

3 
1 

982 
3,U90 


1,858 
685 
17 
h2h 
1,71U 
1,11*2 
2,207 


16 

698 


1,2U7 
1,167 


1,108 
576 
520 
1 
1 
6 

1,Q5U 


21 


U,773 
U8 


3,738 
981 
7,781 
8U7 
3,79U 
1,1U8 
2,203 
s  33,OUO 
2,189 


368 
1,298 
1,770 


3,U36 


1,U19 


l,lil9 


8 


U,175 
2,680 
9,5U7 
6,777 
2,bh9 
l,UiO 
3,530 
29,160 
1^888 


tA,6ht> 


55 


2 

255 

3*666 
 71 

li,0U9 


5,53li 
2,033 
517 
Ut,366 
1,839 
3^697 


513 
19,335 
207 
230 


27,986 


20,285 


69 
U29 
99U 
1,306 


2,306 
1,180 


1,096 
161 


T72T7 


1,1U0 


1,LU0 


8 

618 


9U 
619 


13,197  :  96,166 


87,029 


11 

11,59U 


1/  In  grain  equivalent.    2/  Includes  seed  wheat. 


Compiled  from  records  of  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  for  Canada, 
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